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We are proud to have Mahatma Gandhi as our leader and guide. He can be CONSidereg

as the champion of values, useful for the people all over the world. Gandhj Was ap

experimentalSEE experiments with ‘grahmacharya’ were most significant apg Widely

discussed by the people. Some people view them as ‘strange’ and others think them 35 ‘Usefy]

This paper focuses on usefulness of brahmacharya in the present day context.

The word ‘celibacy’ means rigid control over sexual urge or avoiding sexual contact,
But for Gandhi, ‘brahmacharya’ means control over thought, word and action. It is a way to
self-realization or attainment to ‘Brahma’.

Gandhi took the vow of brahmacharya in 1906, when he was in Phoenix. Outwardly it
seems that it was taken under the influence of paternal emotions. But it can be interpreted ip
some other ways. The paper discusses possible impact of religious, physical, philosophical
and political reasons behind Gandhiji’s decision.

Towards the end of his life, Gandhi started experimenting with brahmacharya in order
to test his self-control. It was not an easy process. It is very interesting to see how he achieved
success in controlling his senses.

Today, we see that the people all over the world are becoming more and more lustful
Pre-mature, pre-marital, extra-marital sexual relations and love affairs are increasing. Sex crimes
such as molestations, rapes, murders, divorces, prostitution, deceits, abortions, incest and
scandals are frequent coverages of media reports and police diaries. Uncontrolled diseases like

AIDS are the chief concern worldwide. And here were remember Gandhi and his principle of
brahmacharya.

Though sex is a gift of nature, it should be used for natural and divine purposes. S0 I

can be firmly said that Gandhiji’s experiments with brahmacharya are useful for the people
all over the world in all ages.
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